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Baker, Nicholson.  The Mezzanine - A businessman digresses on all of the aspects of his afternoon, from 
an escalator ride, to plastic straws, to tying his shoes.  
 
Brooks, Max . World War Z: An Oral History of the Zombie Wars - Max Brooks, son of actor Mel 
Brooks, chronicles the fictitious "zombie wars" that nearly decimated the human population, with first-hand 
accounts from people who have had a brush with the undead and facts and figures documenting how many 
undead currently roam the planet. 
 
Cortazar, Julio.  Hopscotch: a Novel - The life of an Argentine writer living in Paris is shaken when his 
mistress disappears prompting him to return to Buenos Aires in this experimental novel which includes a linear 
narrative as well as a patchwork of other writings.  
 
Dunn, Mark.  Ella Minnow Pea: a Novel in Letters - The language-loving inhabitants of a South 
Carolina island interpret the falling of the letter "Z" from a beloved monument as a divine warning not to use the 
letter any longer. But catastrophe is imminent when the other letters in the monument--which contains the 
entire alphabet--begin falling one by one. 
 
Finn, A. J.  The Woman in the Window - Anna Fox lives alone, a recluse in her New York City home, 
drinking too much wine, watching old movies and spying on her neighbors. Then the Russells move next door: 
a father, a mother, their teenaged son. The perfect family. But when Anna sees something she shouldn't, her 
world begins to crumble and its shocking secrets are laid bare. What is real? What is imagined? Who is in 
danger? Who is in control? 
 
Horowitz, Anthony.  The Word is Murder - One bright spring morning in London, Diana Cowper, the 
wealthy mother of a famous actor, enters a funeral parlor. She is there to plan her own service. Six hours later 
she is found dead in her own home, strangled with a curtain cord. Enter disgraced police detective Daniel 
Hawthorne, a brilliant, eccentric investigator who is as quick with an insult as he is to crack a case. Hawthorne 
needs a ghostwriter to document his life, a Watson to his Holmes. He chooses Anthony Horowitz. Drawn in 
against his will, Horowitz soon finds himself at the center of a story he cannot control. Hawthorne is brusque, 
temperamental, and annoying; but even so, his latest case, with its many twists and turns, proves irresistible. 
The writer and the detective form an unusual partnership. But it soon becomes clear that Hawthorne is hiding 
some dark secrets of his own. 
 
Luiselli, Valeria.  The Story of My Teeth - Bon vivant, world traveler, auctioneer-the story of Highway 
and his teeth is like Johnny Cash meets Robert Walser in Mexico.  Written in collaboration with the workers at a 
Jumex juice factory, The Story of My Teeth is an elegant, witty, exhilarating romp through the industrial suburbs of 
Mexico City and Luiselli's own literary influences. 
 
Palahniuk, Chuck.  Invisible Monsters - When a car accident leaves a successful fashion model 
disfigured and incapable of speech, she learns how to reinvent herself by erasing her past and making up 
something better. 
 
 
 



Saunders, George.  Lincoln in the Bardo - February 1862. The Civil War is less than one year old. The 
fighting has begun in earnest, and the nation has begun to realize it is in for a long, bloody struggle. Meanwhile, 
President Lincoln's beloved eleven-year-old son, Willie, lies upstairs in the White House, gravely ill. In a matter 
of days, despite predictions of a recovery, Willie dies and is laid to rest in a Georgetown cemetery ... Willie 
Lincoln finds himself in a strange purgatory where ghosts mingle, gripe, commiserate, quarrel, and enact 
bizarre acts of penance. 
 
Schumacher, Julie.  Dear Committee Members: a Novel - Enduring budget cuts at his small liberal 
arts college, literature professor Jason Fitger despairs of his writing ambitions and imposed role in a star pupil's 
would-be opus while writing wryly comic, passive-aggressive letters to students and colleagues. 
 
Schweblin, Samanta.  Fever Dream: a Novel - A young woman named Amanda lies dying in a rural 
hospital clinic. A boy named David sits beside her. She's not his mother. He's not her child. Together, they tell a 
haunting story of broken souls, toxins, and the power and desperation of family 
 
Sebald, W. G.  The Emigrants - Published to enormous critical acclaim in the US, The Emigrants has been 
acclaimed as "one of the best novels to appear since World War II" (Review of Contemporary Fiction) and three times 
chosen as the 1996 International Book of the Year. The poignant and acclaimed novel about the beauty of lost things, 
while the protagonist traces the lives of four elderly German/Jewish exiles. The Emigrants is composed of four long 
narratives which at first appear to be the straightforward accounts of the lives of several Jewish exiles in England, 
Austria, and America. The narrator literally follows their footsteps, studding each story with photographs and creating 
the impression that the reader is poring over a family album. But gradually, Sebald's prose, which combines 
documentary description with almost hallucinatory fiction, exerts a new magic, and the four stories merge into one. 
Illustrated throughout with enigmatic photographs. (summary taken from ocln.org) 
 

Wright, Ernest Vincent.  Gadsby - Presents Ernest Vincent Wright's 1939 novel, written as a lipogram (“a 
composition from which the writer systematically omits a certain letter or certain letters of the alphabet”), in 
which fifty-year-old John Gadsby organizes a youth group to rally civic support and improve the living standards 
in his hometown. 
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